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SECOND IMPRESSION

Mr. Waley here gives the biographical background
to the many poems of Po Chii-i (a.D. 772-846) that
he has translated in previous books, and traces the
connection between his literary career and the
disturbed political life of the time. This is the first
full biography of a Chinese poet to appear in English
(Mrs. Ayscough’s Tu Fu was rather a chronological
anthology) and the first study of life and politics in
ninth-century China.

Mr. Waley gives also translations in whole or in
part of about a hundred new poems by Po Chii-i. In
addition to a biographical and critical work of the
highest scholarship we have in this volume another
considerable body of translations by one of the
greatest living sinologues.

“This period is richly documented in Chinese history and literature.
But the profusion of material, even supposing it were easy of access,
might deter a less able scholar than Mr. Waley. To him we are now
indebted for the first historical biography of Po Chii-i. With one
exception, it is the first of any Chinese poet. But this book is more.
It is a social history of the early ninth century in China, though
history in a delectable form, for Mr. Waley has a felicitous style,
which conceals most careful scholarship.” MANCHESTER GUARDIAN

“Although the book bears all the evidence of long and careful re-
search, the general reader need not fear to find this obstrusive. Those
who are prepared to ignore the few footnotes, the additional notes
and the references, can still gain a satisfying picture of a vital period
of a dynasty which has hitherto been known too generally to the
West as ‘the Golden T’ang.’ ” TIMES LITERARY SUPPLEMENT

4 have most enjoyed Mr. Waley’s book, its integrity and the care
with which it has been put together. It will provide the general
reader to whom it is addressed with a clear and exact notion of
China when it was the most civilized place in the world. Nowhere
else can so much information be obtained about life in the T’ang
Dynasty.” MAURICE COLLIS in TIME AND TIDE
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