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“An indispensable book for thoughtful peo-
ple.”—New York Times Book Review

For two generations scholars and the general
public have looked to John King Fairbank for
knowledge and insights about China. In three
editions of The United States and China he has
provided these, and this fourth edition—re-
vised throughout and brought up-to-date—re-
mains “an indispensable book for thoughtful
people.” It stands almost alone as a history of
China, an analysis of Chinese society, and an
account of Sino-American relations, all in
brief compass.

There are new sections on the last decade’s
historic events, including United States recog-
nition of China in December 1978. The older
portions of the book still sparkle, and they have
been refined by the latest scholarship, and the
author’s own observations in the People’s Re-
public. And for the first time, illustrations, es-
pecially chosen by Johri and Wilma Fairbank,
have been included in the book. As before, the
comprehensive bibliography has been com-
pletely revised and updated.

Edwin O. Reischauer writes in his Foreword
to the new edition: “No one has written more
clearly or perceptively about China...than
John Fairbank, and no one has contributed
more to American understanding of that coun-
try, its traditions, its tumultuous recent his-
tory, and its enigmatic present conditions. . .
Fairbank has a knack for combining broad per-
ceptions and deep analysis with clarity of ex-
pression. That is why this book has been and
will long continue to be a classic.”
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Country house of T’ao family, Yun-yang hsien, Szechwan,
1910. Thirty-foot walls dwarf half a dozen human figures.
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