




'· . 

FERNAND BRAUDEL 

The M editerranean 
and the Mediterranean World 

zn the Age of Philip JI 

VÓLUME I 

Translated from the French 
by Sian Reynolds 

HARPER & ROW, PUBLISHERS 

NEW YORK, EVANSTON, SAN FRANCISCO, LONDON 



A Lucien Febvre, 
toujours présent 
en témoignage 

de reconnaissance 
et de filia/e affection 

This book was originally published in France under the title 
La Méditerranée et le Monde Méditerranéen a/' Époque de Philippe Il 

© Librairie ARMAND COLIN 1966 

English translation copyright © 1972 by Wrn. Collins 
Sons Ltd . and Harper & Row, Publishers, Inc. Ali rights 
reserved. Printed in Great Britain for Harper & Row, 
Publishers. No part of this book rnay be used or repro­
duced in any rnanner whatsoever without written perrnis­
sion, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in 
critica! articles and reviews. For info'rmation address 
H arper & Row, Publishers, Jnc., 49 East 33rd Street, New 
York, N.Y.10016. 

Second Irnpression 1973 

Standard Book Nurnber: 06-010452-X 
Library ofCongress Catalog Card Nurnber: 72-138708 

Contents 

Preface to the English Edition 
Preface to the Second Edition 
Preface to the First Edition 

Part One 
THE ROLE OF THE ENVIRONMENT 

J. THE PENINSULAS: MOUNTAINS, PLATEAUX, ANO PLAINS 

I. Mountains Come First 
Physical and human characteristics 
Defining the mountains 
Mountains, civilizations, and religions 
Mountain freedom 
The mountains' resources : an assessment 
Mountain dwellers in the towns 
Typical cases of mountain dispersion 
Mountain Jife: the earliest civilization of the Mediterranean? 

2. Plateaux , Hills, and Foothills 
The high plains 
A hillside civiÍization 
The bilis 

3. The Plains 
Water problems : malaria 
The improvement of the plains 
The example of Lombardy 
Big Jandowners and poor peasants 
Short term change in the plains: the Venetian Terraferma 
Long term change: the fortunes of the Roman Campagna 
The strength of the plains: Andalusia 

4. Transhumance and Nomadism 
Transhumance 
Nomadism, an older way of life 
Transhumance in Castile 
Overall comparisons and cartography 
Dromedaries and camels: the Arab and Turk invasions 
Nomadism in the Balkans, Anatolia, and North Africa 
Cycles spanning the centuries 

!J. THE HEART OF THE MEOITERRANEAN: SEAS ANO COASTS 

I. The Plains of the Sea 
Coastal navigation 

page 13 
14 
17 

25 
25 
25 
30 
34 
38 
41 
44 
47 
51 

53 
53 
55 
58 

60 
62 
66 
72 
75 
78 
81 
82 

85 
85 
87 
91 
94 
95 
98 

101 

103 
103 
103 



6 Contents 

The early days of Portuguese discovery 108 
The narrow seas, home of history 108 
The Black Sea, preserve of Constantinople 110 
The Archipelago, Venetian and Genoese 115 
Between Tunisia and Sicily 116 
The Mediterranean Channel 117 
The Tyrrhenian Sea 120 
The Adriatic 124 
East and west of Sicily 133 
Two maritime worlds 134 
The double Jesson of the Turkish and Spanish Empires 135 
Beyond politics 137 

2. Mainland Coastlines 138 
The peoples of the sea 138 
Weaknesses of the maritime regions 140 
The big cities 145 
The changing fortunes of maritime regions 146 

3. The Islands 148 
Isolated worlds 149 
Precarious lives 151 
On the paths of general history 154 
Emigration from the islands 158 
Islands that the sea does not surround 160 
The Peninsulas 162 

Jll. BOUNDARIES: THE GREATER MEDITERRANEAN 168 
A Mediterranean of historical dimensions 168 

I. The Sahara, the Second Face of the Mediterranean 111 
The Sahara : near and distant boundaries 171 
Poverty and want 173 
Nomads who travel far 176 
Advance and infiltration from the steppe 177 
The gold and spice caravans 181 
The oases 185 
The geographical area of Islam 187 

2. Europe and the Mediterranean 188 
The isthmuses and their north-south passages 188 
The Russian isthmus: leading to the Black and Caspian Sea 191 
From the Balkans to Danzig: the Polish isthmus 195 
The German isthmus: an overall view 202 
The Alps 206 
The third character: the man y faces of Germany 208 
From Genoa to Antwerp, and from Venice to Hamburg: the conditions 

of circulation 211 
Emigration and balance of trade 214 
The French isthmus, from Rouen to Marseilles 216 
Europe and the Mediterranean 223 

3. The Atlantic Ocean 224 
Severa] Atlantics 224 

Contents 

The Atlantic learns from the Mediterranean 
The Atlantic destiny in the sixteeth century 
A late decline 

IV. THE MEDITERRANEAN AS A PHYSICAL UNIT: CLIMATE ANO HISTORY 

I. The Unity of the Climate 
The Atlantic and the Sabara 
A homogeneous climate 
Drought : the scourge of the Mediterranean 

2. The Seasons 
The winter standstill 
Shipping at a halt 
Winter: season of peace and plans 
The hardships of winter 
The accelerated rhythm of summer life 
The summer epidemics 
The Mediterranean climate and the East 
Seasonal rhythms and statistics 
Determinism and economic life 

3. Has the Climate Changed Since the Sixteenth Century? 
Supplementary note 

V. THE MEDITERRANEAN AS A HUMAN UNIT: COMMUNICATIONS ANO CITIES 

I. Land Routes and Sea Routes 
Vital communications 
Archaic means of transport 
Did Iand routes increase in importance towards 1600? 
The intrinsic problem of the overland route 
Two sets of evidence from Venice 
Circulation and statistics: the case of Spain 
The double problem in the long term 

2. Shipping: Tonnages and Changing Circumstances 
Big ships and little ships in the fifteenth century 
The first victories of the small ships 
In the Atlantic in the sixteenth century 
In the Mediterranean 

3. Ur5an Functions 
Towns and Roads 

·A meeting place for different transport routes 
From roads to banking 
Urban cycle and decline 
A very incomplete typology 

4. Towns, Witnesses to the Century 
The rise in population 
Hardships old and new: Famine and the wheat problem 
Hardships old and new: epidemics 
The indispensable immigrant 

7 
225 
226 
230 

231 
231 
232 
234 
238 

246 
246 
248 
253 
255 
256 
258 
259 
260 
265 

267 
272 

276 
276 
278 
282 
284 
289 
290 
293 
295 

295 
299 
300 
301 
306 

312 
312 
316 
318 
322 
323 

324 
326 
328 
332 
334 



8 Contents Contents 9 

Urban political crises 338 
The privileged banking towns 341 
Royal and imperial cities 344 
In favour of capitals 351 
From permanence to change 352 

II. ECONOMIES: PRECIOUS METALS, MONEY, ANO PRICES 462 

I. The Mediterranean and the Gold of the Sudan 463 
The flow of precious metals towards the east 463 
Sudanese gold: early history 466 
The Portuguese in Guinea: gold continues to arrive in the 

Mediterranean 469 
Part Two The gold trade and the general economic situation 472 

COLLECTIVE DESTINIES AND GENERAL TRENDS Sudanese gold in North Africa 474 

I. ECONOMIES: THE MEASURE OF THE CENTURY 355 2. American Silver 476 
I . Distance, the First Enemy 355 

For Ietter-writers : the time lost in coming and going 355 
American and Spanish treasure 476 
American treasure takes the road to Antwerp 480 

The dimensions of the sea: sorne record crossings 358 
Average speeds 360 
Letters: a special case 363 
News, a luxury commodity 365 
Present-day comparisons 370 
Empires and distance 371 
The three rnissions of Claude du Bourg (1576 and 1577) 374 
Distance and the economy 375 
Fairs, the supplernentary network of econornic life 379 
Local econornies 382 

The French detour 484 
The great route from Barcelona to Genoa and the second cycle of 

American treasure 487 
The Mediterranean invaded by Spanish coins 493 
Italy, the victim of 'la moneda larga' 496 
The age of the Genoese 500 
The Piacenza fairs 504 
The reign of paper 508 
From the last state bankruptcy under Philip 11 to the first under Philip 

lII 510 
The quadrilateral: Genoa, Milan, Venice, and Florence 387 

2. How Many People? 394 
A world of 60 or 70 rnillion people 394 
Mediterranean waste lands ~98 

3. The Rise in Prices 516 
Contemporary complaints 519 
Was American treasure responsible? 521 
Sorne argurnents for and against American responsibility 522 

A population increase of 100 per cent? 402 
Levels and indices 403 

Wages 524 
Income frorn land 525 

Reservations and conclusions 410 Banks and inflation 528 
Confirrnations and suggestions 412 The 'industrialists' 532 
Sorne certainties 413 States and the price rise 532 
Another indicator: rnigration 415 The dwindling of American treasure 536 

3. Is It Possible to Construct a Model of the lv!editerranean Economy? 418 
Agriculture, the rnajor industry ' 420 
An industrial balance sheet 427 
The putting-out or 'Verlag' system and the rise of urban industry 430 
The systern prospered 432 
An itinerant Jabour force 433 
General and local trends 434 
The volume of commercial transactions 438 

Devalued currency and false currency 537 
Three ages of metal 541 

III. ECONOMIES: TRAOE ANO TRANSPORT 543 

I. The Pepper Trade 543 
Mediterranean revenge: the prosperity of the Red Sea after 1550 545 
Routes taken by the Levant trade 549 
The reviva] of the Portuguese pepper trade 554 

The significance and limitations of long distance trade 441 
Capitalist concentrations 444 
The total tonnage of Mediterranean shipping 445 
Overland transport 448 
The State: the principal entrepreneur of the century 449 
Precious metals and the monetary economy 451 
Was one fifth of the population in great poverty? 453 
A provisional classification 457 
Food, a poor guide: officia1Jy rations were always adequate 459 
Can our calculations be checked? 460 

Portuguese pepper: deals and projects 556 
Portuguese pepper is offered to Venice 558 
The Welser and Fugger contract: 1586-1591 560 
The survival of the Levantine spice routes 562 
Possible explanations 568 

2. Equilibrium and Crisis in the Mediterranean Grain Trade 570 
The cereals 570 
Sorne rules of the grain trade 571 
The grain trade and the shipping routes 576 



10 Contents 

Ports and countries that exported grain 579 
Eastern grain 583 
Equilibrium, crisis, and vicissitudes in the grain trade 584 
The first crises: northern grain at Lis bon and Seville 585 
The Turkish wheat boom: 1548-1564 591 
Eating home-produced bread: ltaly's situation between 1564 and 1590 594 
The Jast crisis: imports from the north after 1500 599 
Sicily: still the grain store of the Mediterranean 602 
On grain crises 604 

3. Trade and Transport : The Sailing Ships of the Atlantic 606 
606 
607 
608 
609 
612 
612 
613 

l. Befare 1550: the first arrivals 
Basque, Biscayan, and even Galician ships 
The Portuguese 
Normans and Bretons 
Flemish ships 
The first English sailing ships 
The period of prosperity (1511-1534) 

JI. From 1550 to 1573: the Mediterranean left to Mediterranean ships 
The return of the English in 1572-1573 
Anglo-Turkish negotiations: 1578-1583 
The success of English shipping 
The situation at the end of the century 
The arrival of the Hansards and the Dutch 
From grain to spices: The Dutch conquer the Mediterranean 
How the Dutch took Seville after 1570 without firing a shot 
New Christians in the Mediterranean 

Abbreviations 

TRANSLATOR'S NOTE 

615 
621 
625 
626 
628 
629 
630 
636 
640 

643 

A full bibliography and index will appear in Volume JI. Where possible refer­
ence has been made to English editions of books mentioned in the notes. 

List of Illustrations 

Between pages 80 and 81 

The Alps between France and Piedmont Photo B.N. Paris 
Arid Regions Photos Diputación Foral de Navarra 
The Rh6ne Delta Photo E.P.H.E. 

between pages 176 and 177 

Portulan (XVlth Century) of the Eastern Mediterranean Photo B.N. Madrid 
Tapestry Map I Photo A.C.L. Brussels 
Tapestry Map II Photo A.C.L. Brussels 
The Harbour, Barcelona 
On the Bosporus Photo Mantua Archives 

between pages 336 and 337 

Merchant's Round Ship Photo O. Bohm, Venice 
Atlantic Invades Mediterranean Photo NASA, Washington 
Venetian Galleon Photo O. Bohm, Venice 

between pages 464 and 465 

Atlantic Sailing Vessel Photo B.N. Paris 
The English take Cadiz, 1596 Photo B.N. París 
Sailing Ships Large and Small Photo B.N. Paris 
Galleys and Round Ships in the Atlantic Photo B.N. Paris 
Round Ship Photo Bavarian National Museum 

between pages 560 and 561 

Genoa in the XVth Century 
The Venice Arsenal (1500) 
Constantinople Photo B.N. Paris 
Cairo 
Plan of Venice (XVIth Century) Photo Mas, Barcelona 

List of Figures 

l. Height and depth above and below sea-leve! Frontispiece 
2. The folds of the Mediterranean 
3. The great canals of the Lombardy plain 
4. The regularization canals safeguarded half of the Venetian Jagoons 
5. Winter and summer pasture of sheep in Haute-Provence 
6. Castilian transhumance 
7. Transhumance in modern times 

27 
73 
79 
90 
93 
98 



176 The Role of the Environment 

like it, the nomads would arrive at the gates of Aleppo,26 Alexandria,27 

or Cairo. In November 1518, a garrison had to be sent to Aqaba in order 
to protect the baggage of the pilgrims 'from the Bedouin raids, which are 
constantly increasing'. 28 

Seen from the inside, through field studies, all these desert societies, so 
simple at first glance, revea) their complicated organizations, hierarchies, 
customs, and astonishing legal structures. But from the outside, they seem 
a handful of human dust blowing in the wind. By comparison, societies 
which in the Mediterranean seemed so unsettled, mountain society in 
particular, suddenly appear weighty and established. 

Nomads who travel far. We should in any case distinguish between two 
types of nomad among the peoples of the desert. First there are the moun­
tain nomads, who move within a short radius; they go down to pass the 
winter in the desert. This is even today the practice of the Oulad Sidi 
Cheikh south of Oran, the Tuareg of the Ajjers or the Hoggar, and the 
Regueibat, who go to 'the cliffs of Zemmur' in the Spanish Sabara. 
Secondly, there are the nomads who pass the summer away from the 
Sabara, on the neighbouring steppes; they often cover very large distances, 
like the Rwalla, who travel to the Mediterranean from the Syrian desert; 
or the Beni Larba who, following the rhythm of the seasons, pass to and 
fro on the 800-kilometre journey between Laghouat and the high plateaux 
of Tiaret which they reach in May and June; or, this time moving away 
from the Mediterranean, the Moors who journey to the banks of the 
river Senegal in the dry season.29 

We shall here be concerned only with these wide-ranging nomads, 
who regularly return with the seasons to the Mediterranean. 

Every winter the Mediterranean is invaded by Atlantic depressions 
bringing rain. To the south and east these rains extend beyond the shores 
of the sea. In the region of Mecca, the winter rains from the Mediterranean 
are brief and sometimes violen t. 'I ha ve seen more than three feet of water 
in the streets of Jiddah,' writes General Brémond. The rainfall is far from 
regular of course. These downpours (one rain every two years, in sorne 
of the furthest regions, every four years), create steppes providing pasture, 
immense grazing Iands, but where the grass is widely scattered and soon 
disappears. Even in the wide depressions of the oueds, the tufts are often 
20 to 40 metres apart. The grass, which grows in the winter, gradually 
dries up from the south to the north, from the end of spring. It vanishes 
before the advance of the flocks, leading them on to the shores of the 
Mediterranean, which they reach after harvest time. But the sheep are 

26 Alonso de la Cueva to H.M., Venice, 6th June, 1609, A.N. K 1679, 'los Arabes 
que corria11 la campaña robando todos los pasageros'. 

27 Daniele Badoer to the Doge, Pera, 8th April, 1564, A.d.S. Venice, Senato Secreta 
Costantopoli, 4 D. 

28 Journal d'un bourgeois du Caire, 11, p. 266. 
29 Vincent Monteil, 'L'évolution et la sédentarisation des nomades sahariens', in 

Revue lnternationale des Sciences Sociales, 1959, p. 600. 5. PORTULAN (XVITH CENTURY) OF THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN . 

' Biblioteca Nacional de Madrid. Ms. 17 818 f. 4 
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the pretext of confiscating any goods on board belonging to Jews or 
Turks. In vain both the Signoria · and the Pope, protector of Ancona, 
protested, demanding that a flag should guarantee immunity to the 
cargo. The right of search, whether abused or not, was retained by 
Christian privateers. Turkish galleys invoked similar rights in arder to 
seize Sicilian or Neapolitan cargoes. A legal fiction on both sides, the 
practice continued despite the severe blows which the Venetian galleys 
sometimes inflicted on corsairs of any nation. 

When Ibiza was plundered in August, 1536, were the attackers French 
or Turkish ?139 How can one tell? In this case they were probably French 
since they carried off severa! sides of salt pork. Even amongst them­
selves, Christians and Moslems fought and looted. From Agde, during the 
summer of 1588, Montmorency's soldiers (who had not been paid, or so 
they said) began making pírate raids with a brigantine, capturing anything 
that sailed out of the gulf. 140 In 1590, corsairs from Cassis robbed two 
Provenc;al boats. 141 In 1593, a French ship, the Jehan Baptiste, probably 
from Brittany, carrying ali the necessary certificates and passes issued by 
the Duke of Mercoeur and by the Spanish representatives at Nantes, Don 
Juan de Aguila, was nevertheless seized by Prince Doria, her cargo sold 
and her crew clapped in irons. 142 In 1596, French and above ali Provenc;al 
tartanes were raiding the coasts of Naples and Sicily. 143 About twenty 
years earlier, during the summer of 1572, 144 a Marseilles freighter, the 
Sainte-Marie et Saint-lean, master Antaine Banduf, returning from 
Alexandria with a rich cargo, became separated from the flotilla of other 
French ships by bad weather and met a Ragusan merchantman coming 
from Crete to fetch wheat from Sicily and take it to Valencia. The big ship 
captured .the Marseilles boat and 'sent it to the bottom, drowning the said 
captain, his officers and mariners, having first looted and stolen the cargo'. 
Such were the hazards of life at sea. In 1566, the captain of a French vessel 
found himself in difficulties at Alicante - and to judge from the countless 
complaints of French sailors, the Spaniards could create powerful diffi­
culties when they wanted to. But the captain was a bold man: he seized 
the men who boarded his ships and what was more scaled the walls of the 
town. 14 5 Anything was allowed - provided it succeeded. In 1575, a French 
ship took on board in Trípoli in Barbary a cargo of Moorish and Jewish 
passengers bound for Alexandria, 'people of ali ages and both sexes'. 
Without hesitation, the captain sailed straight to Naples where he sold his 

139 Bernard Parn;alba, governor of the island, to the empress, Ibiza, 26th August, 
1536, A.N., K 1690 (orig. Catalan , transl. into Castilian). 

1 ~º Barcelona, 24th July, 1588, Simancas Eº 336, fº 164. 
141 A. Com., Cassis, E E 7, 21st December, 1580. 
142 Henri IV to Philip Ill , Paris, February, 1600, Letters of Henri IV to Rochepot, 

p. 3- 4. 
143 25th December, 1596, Si mancas Eº 343 . 
144 The consuls of Marseilles to the lords, dukes and governors of the city and 

Republic of Genoa, Marseilles, 20th April, 1574, A.d.S., Genoa, Francia, Lettere 
Consoli , 1 2618 . 

" ' Madrid , 28th March , 1566, A.N., K 1505, B 20, no. 91. 

29. IN SJGHT OF TUNJS (1535). Tapestry after Vermeyen. In the distance, La 
Goletta and its channel, the Jagoon of Tunis and the town. In the foreground, the 
galleys 


