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The I Ching or Book of Change is 
believed to be the oldest book in the 
world. Throughout history many 
great men from Confucius to the 
Swiss psychologist C. G. Jung have 
valued it for its unique contribution 
to human wisdom and self .. 
knowledge. Today, the I Ching is 
widely consultad as a means of 
predicting ~he future, and this new 
version of the original Chinese texts 
provides a simple yet detailed guide · 
to its practica! use. 

The first step in the I Ching is 
to use coins,.sticks or wands to 
obtain one :of the sixty-four 
hexagrams or six-part symbols. 

· Accompanying texts explain the 
significance of the resulting pattern 
in the life of the enquirer. As well as · 
outlining the philosophical 
background to the I Ching, this new 
edition is e·nlivened with appropriate 
Chinese illustrations, forming an 
elegant and authoritative 
introductión to one of mankind's 
greatest and most enlightening 
oracle·s. 

(Front cover) Early nineteenth century 
incense burnlf_r, with yin-yang symbol of 
the Great U/timate and eight trigrams 
( Abbot Hall Art Gal/ery, Kendal) · 

(Back cover) Chinese street fortune tel/er, 
from a ninete.~nth century print (Victoria 
and Albert Museum) 
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