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Since the 1950s the American painter Willem de Koon-
ing has been a recognized world leader of avant-garde
art. He was one of the pioneers in the movement known
as Abstract Expressionism, or Action Painting—a mave-
ment in which the artist sought to reveal his ideas and
feelings through the act of painting itself, and which
placed New York at the center of the art world for the
first time. His black-and-white abstract paintings, ex-
hibited in his first one-man show in 1948, established
de Kooning as a leader of Abstract Expressionism. How-
ever, unlike others of this school, he has continued to
concern himself with direct references to the physical
world. In the forties he began his remarkable Women
series—painterly variations on the female form—which
has continued to the present day. Another major motif in
de Kooning's painting has been landscape, where he has
shown a particular interest and virtuosity in the handling
of light. In addition to being perhaps America’s greatest
living painter, de Kooning has also recently begun to
create powerful expressionistic sculptures in bronze.
His influence since the fifties has been widespread, and
his large, impressive body of work has been of undeni-
able importance for the succeeding generations of
American as well as foreign artists.

This volume has been written by the brilliant and in-
fluential senior American critic on modern art, Harold
Rosenberg, who coined the epithet “Action Painting.”
He discusses with understanding and depth de Koon-
ing’'s approach to painting, his concept of art, and the
major preoccupations of his work. The volume includes

a new and lengthy interview with the artist as well as a

collection of important statements by him, a chronology
of his life, and a bibliography. More than 200 reproduc-
tions, including paintings, drawings, prints, and sculp-
tures from all stages of the artist’s long and productive
career, give us the richest and most comprehensive
visual documentation to date of de Kooning's extraor-
dinary achievement.

226 illustrations, including 65 plates in full color
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Plate 1. Frontispiece

Woman VI. 1953. Oil and enamel on canvas, 68 1/2 X 58 1/2”

Museum of Art, Carnegie Institute, Pittsburgh

Second Printing, 1978

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
De Kooning, Willem, 1904~
Willem de Kooning.

Bibliography: p.

1. De Kooning, Willem, 1904 |. Rosenberg,
Harold.
ND237.D334R67 75913 73-15620

ISBN 0-8109-0123-4

Library of Congress Catalogue Card Number: 73-15620

All rights reserved. No part of the contents of this book may be

reproduced without the written permission of the publishers
HARRY N. ABRAMS, INCORPORATED, NEW YORK

Printed and bound in Japan




CONTENTS Willem de Kooning 13

Interview with the Artist 38

Statements by the Artist
What Abstract Art Means to Me 143
Contentis a Glimpse . . . 203

Chronology 283

Bibliography 287

L | S T OF P L A T E S *1. Woman, VI 1963 (frontispiece)
*2. Woman on a Sign,Ill 1967
Dish with Jugs 1921
Untitled c¢. 1931
Study for mural, WPA project 1935
Untitled 1937
Untitled c¢. 1937
Reclining Nude c. 1938
Abstract Still Life c¢. 1938
Study for Father, Mother, Sister, and Brother
e 11957
11. Father, Mother, Sister, and Brother c. 1937
12. Study for World’s Fair mural for Hall of Pharmacy

1937
13. Self-Portrait with Imaginary Brother c¢. 1938

*14. Two Men Standing c¢. 1938
15. Portrait of Rudolph Burckhardt c¢. 1939

Colorplates are marked with an asterisk *

SO =) Ol B




