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MINIATURES

Miniatures were tiny replicas of art treasures passed down through the
centuries of Chinese history. These replicas were fashioned from diverse
materials, including jode, precious stones, agate, crystal, pearls, coral, and
amber. Painting and calligraphy by famous artists were also reproduced.
These miniatures are delicate, possessing an archaic elegance. Some are
tiny carvings of exquisite refinement; others are prized for their strange,
curious forms.

These miniatures were usually kept in tuo-pao ko ( £31% ), small cases
specially constructed with tiny drawers and shelves for storage and display.
In addition to the materials mentioned above, there were articles of copper
and bronze, porcelain, ivory, glass, bamboo, wood, seeds, and gourds. Most
belonged to the Ch'ien-lung Emperor (1736-1795 A.D.) and were formerly
preserved in the Yang-hsin Hall, Chu-hsiu Palace, and Ch’ang-ch’un Palace
of the Ch'ing Imperial Palace. The Museum collection includes more than
4,000 miﬁiatures_, which are disélqygd on a rotation basis for the enjoyment

of Chinese and foreign visitors alike.
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84. Round treasure box in lotus decor.
Ch’ing (1644-1911 A.D.).
Height: 24.3 cm. Diameter: 18.6 cm.

This box was specially constructed for storing and ex-
hibiting pieces in the Ch’ien-lung Emperor’s collection
of miniatures. This cylindrical box is composed of
four fan-shaped sections which when opened out
form an ornamental screen. The interior of the piece
contains many small compartments and etages, some
of which are moveable. Each section is also fitted
with a tiny drawer which swings out. This case holds
a total of 27 pieces of jade, miniature scrolls, and
albums. :




