FRANCO GOMMUTES
DEATH SENTENGES
FOR SIX BASQUES

Decision,  Following  Many
Clemency Appeals, Eases
the Tension in Spain

TERMS TO BE 30 YEARS

Announcement Comes After
Cabinet Meeting—General
Speaks to Nation on TV

Specid to TheNew York Times

MADRID,Dec.30—Gengrdis
dmo Francisco Franco today
commuted dl the desth sen-
tences imposed in the Burgos
court-martial  of 15 Basque
guerrillas charged with banditry
and the killing of a pdlice in-
spector.

The decison put a dramatic
end to the tension that had
buitt up in Spain and abroad
over the last month, and that
has provided the Franco leader-
ship with its mogt serious po-
litkal criss in the 30 years
since the civil war.

Generd Franco's decigon, in
the face of worldwide clemency
gppeds, was officidly an-
nounced immediately after a
Cabinet meeting.

Six of the convicted Basgues
would have been shot by firing
squad tomorrow mprning in
Burgos if the sentences had
not been commuted. They are
now to serve 30-year prison
terms.

Prisoners Are Notified

The six—Francisco |zco, Ed-
uardo Uriarte, Francisco Ja-
vier Larena, Joaquin Gorosti-
di, Mario Onaindiaand Jos¢ Ma-
na Dorronsoro—were taken to
the judges chambers in the
Burgos prison this afternoon as
‘soon as General Franco's de-
¢ision had been announced.

Ther lawyers, who went im-
mediately to inform them;
found that they thought they

had been. brought there to

start the vigil that precedes
execution.

United Press Infernational
TELLS OF ACTION ON BASQUES: Generalissimo Fran-
cisco Franco addresses the Spanish nation on television.

"They were in good spitits
anyway," one of the lawyers
sad, "but naturally they were
happy to hear the news.

"One of them told me they
had been saving wine from
their meéis to drink on New
Yeax's Eve" the lawyer sad.
"However, they drank it up
last night because they thought
they would be shot tomorrow
before evening came, and they
didn't want to waste it."

The 30 years that will re-
place each death sentence—in
the case of the three men who
had been given double death
sentences this meant 60 years
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